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Michel	foucault	quotes	on	knowledge

“The	practice	of	S/M	is	the	creation	of	pleasure....	And	that's	why	S/M	is	really	a	subculture.	It's	a	process	of	invention.	S/M	isthe	use	of	a	strategic	relationship	as	a	source	of	pleasure.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Practice	#Use	#Creation	“One	thing	in	any	case	is	certain:	man	is	neither	the	oldest	nor	the	most	constant	problem	that	has	been	posed	for
human	knowledge.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Men	#Madness	#Problem	“I	don't	feel	that	it	is	necessary	to	know	exactly	what	I	am.	The	main	interest	in	life	and	work	is	to	become	someone	else	that	you	were	not	in	the	beginning.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Interest	#Feels	“People	know	what	they	do;	frequently	they	know	why	they	do	what	they	do;	but	what
they	don't	know	is	what	what	they	do	does.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Life	#Philosophy	#People	“Where	there	is	power,	there	is	resistance.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Resistance	#Pizza	“Do	not	ask	who	I	am	and	do	not	ask	me	to	remain	the	same.	More	than	one	person,	doubtless	like	me,	writes	in	order	to	have	no	face.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Writing	#Order
#Who	I	Am	“Do	not	ask	who	I	am	and	do	not	ask	me	to	remain	the	same.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Who	I	Am	#Ask	Me	“There	is	no	power	relation	without	the	correlative	constitution	of	a	field	of	knowledge,	nor	any	knowledge	that	does	not	presuppose	and	constitute	at	the	same	time	power	relations”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Fields	#Doe	#Constitution	“Death
left	its	old	tragic	heaven	and	became	the	lyrical	core	of	man:	his	invisible	truth,	his	visible	secret.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Men	#Heaven	#Secret	“It	is	meaningless	to	speak	in	the	name	of	-	or	against	-	Reason,	Truth,	or	Knowledge.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Names	#Speak	#Reason	“Is	it	surprising	that	prisons	resemble	factories,	schools,	barracks,
hospitals,	which	all	resemble	prisons?”	--	Michel	Foucault	#School	#Prison	#Factories	“Knowledge	is	not	for	knowing:	knowledge	is	for	cutting.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Cutting	#Knowing	“The	imaginary	is	not	formed	in	opposition	to	reality	as	its	denial	or	compensation;	it	grows	among	signs,	from	book	to	book,	in	the	interstice	of	repetitions	and
commentaries;	it	is	born	and	takes	shape	in	the	interval	between	books.	It	is	the	phenomena	of	the	library.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Book	#Reality	#Imagination	“Are	the	prisons	overpopulated,	or	is	the	population	over-imprisoned	?”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Population	#Prison	“As	the	archaeology	of	our	thought	easily	shows,	man	is	an	invention	of	recent
date.	And	one	perhaps	nearing	its	end.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Men	#Invention	#Ends	“The	lyricism	of	marginality	may	find	inspiration	in	the	image	of	the	outlaw,	the	great	social	nomad,	who	prowls	on	the	confines	of	a	docile,	frightened	order.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Inspiration	#Order	#May	“A	critique	is	not	a	matter	of	saying	that	things	are	not	right
as	they	are.	It	is	a	matter	of	pointing	out	on	what	kinds	of	assumptions,	what	kinds	of	familiar,	unchallenged,	unconsidered	modes	of	thought	the	practices	that	we	accept	rest.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Practice	#Matter	#Kind	“'Truth'	is	to	be	understood	as	a	system	of	ordered	procedures	for	the	production,	regulation,	distribution,	circulation	and
operation	of	statements.	'Truth'	is	linked	in	a	circular	relation	with	systems	of	power	which	produce	and	sustain	it,	and	to	effects	of	power	which	it	induces	and	which	extend	it.	A	'regime'	of	truth.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Knowledge	And	Power	#Regulation	#Truth	Is	“I'm	no	prophet.	My	job	is	making	windows	where	there	were	once	walls.”	--	Michel
Foucault	#Jobs	#Wall	#Window	“Withdraw	allegiance	from	the	old	categories	of	the	Negative	(law,	limit,	castration,	lack,	lacuna),	which	the	Western	thought	has	so	long	held	sacred	as	a	form	of	power	and	an	access	to	reality.	Prefer	what	is	positive	and	multiple,	difference	over	uniformity,	flows	over	unities,	mobile	arrangements	over	systems.
Believe	that	what	is	productive	is	not	sedentary	but	nomadic.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Believe	#Reality	#Law	“Do	not	think	that	one	has	to	be	sad	in	order	to	be	militant,	even	though	the	thing	one	is	fighting	is	abominable.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Fighting	#Thinking	#Order	“...if	you	are	not	like	everybody	else,	then	you	are	abnormal,	if	you	are	abnormal	,
then	you	are	sick.	These	three	categories,	not	being	like	everybody	else,	not	being	normal	and	being	sick	are	in	fact	very	different	but	have	been	reduced	to	the	same	thing”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Sick	#Abnormal	#Facts	“Sexuality	is	a	part	of	our	behavior.	It's	part	of	our	world	freedom.	Sexuality	is	something	that	we	ourselves	create.	It	is	our	own
creation,	and	much	more	than	the	discovery	of	a	secret	side	of	our	desire.	We	have	to	understand	that	with	our	desires	go	new	forms	of	relationships,	new	forms	of	love,	new	forms	of	creation.	Sex	is	not	a	fatality;	it's	a	possibility	for	creative	life.	It's	not	enough	to	affirm	that	we	are	gay	but	we	must	also	create	a	gay	life.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Sex	#Gay
#Our	World	“During	the	years	1945-1965	(I	am	referring	to	Europe),	there	was	a	certain	way	of	thinking	correctly,	a	certain	style	of	politicaldiscourse,	a	certain	ethics	of	the	intellectual.	One	had	to	be	on	familiar	terms	with	Marx,	not	let	one's	dreams	stray	too	far	from	Freud....	These	were	therequirements	that	made	the	strange	occupation	of	writing
and	speaking	a	measure	of	truth	about	oneself	and	one's	time	acceptable.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Dream	#Writing	#Thinking	“I	wasn't	always	smart,	I	was	actually	very	stupid	in	school	[T]here	was	a	boy	who	was	very	attractive	who	was	even	stupider	than	I	was.	And	in	order	to	ingratiate	myself	with	this	boy	who	was	very	beautiful,	I	began	to	do	his
homework	for	him	â€“	and	that's	how	I	became	smart,	I	had	to	do	all	this	work	to	just	keep	ahead	of	him	a	little	bit,	in	order	to	help	him.	In	a	sense,	all	the	rest	of	my	life	I've	been	trying	to	do	intellectual	things	that	would	attract	beautiful	boys.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Beautiful	#Smart	#Stupid	“What	strikes	me	is	the	fact	that	in	our	society,	art	has
become	something	which	is	only	related	to	objects,	and	not	to	individuals,	or	to	life.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Art	#Our	Society	#Facts	“What	strikes	me	is	the	fact	that	in	our	society,	art	has	become	something	which	is	related	only	to	objects	and	not	to	individuals,	or	to	life.	That	art	is	something	which	is	specialized	or	which	is	done	by	experts	who	are
artists.	But	couldn't	everyone's	life	become	a	work	of	art?	Why	should	the	lamp	or	the	house	be	an	art	object,	but	not	our	life?”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Art	#House	#Experts	“The	soul	is	the	prison	of	the	body.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Soul	#Body	#Prison	“[L]et	us	say	that	we	are	obliged	to	produce	the	truth	by	the	power	that	demands	truth	and	needs	it	in
order	to	function:	we	are	forced	to	tell	the	truth,	we	are	constrained,	we	are	condemned	to	admit	the	truth	or	to	discover	it.”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Order	#Demand	#Needs	“What	desire	can	be	contrary	to	nature	since	it	was	given	to	man	by	nature	itself?”	--	Michel	Foucault	#Men	#Desire	#Given	500	WALLPAPERS	3,739	POINTS	54	WALLPAPERS
338,679	POINTS	500	WALLPAPERS	273,723	POINTS	100	WALLPAPERS	229,138	POINTS	QUOTE	TEXT	Michel	Foucault	was	an	eminent	French	philosopher,	historian,	literary	critic,	and	social	theorist.	His	writings,	thoughts	and	theories	primarily	highlight	the	relationship	between	knowledge	and	power.	They	also	throw	light	on	how	societal
institutions	use	power	and	knowledge	as	a	form	of	social	control.	He	was	often	labelled	as	postmodernist	and	post-structuralist,	but	he	condemned	these	labels.	His	works,	writings,	and	thoughts	have	strongly	influenced	academics,	including	those	working	in	literary	theory,	sociology,	critical	theory	and	cultural	studies.	His	theories	have	also	been
termed	as	compelling	by	activist	groups.	We	have	created	a	corpus	of	thought-provoking,	motivating	and	inspiring	quotes	by	Michel	Foucault.	Let	us	browse	through	the	quotes	and	thoughts	by	Michel	Foucault	on	trap,	oppression,	nature,	chance,	life,	power,	technology,	love,	society,	freedom,	justice,	expression	and	more.	July	27,	2021July	27,	2021
“‘Truth‘	is	to	be	understood	as	a	system	of	ordered	procedures	for	the	production,	regulation,	distribution,	circulation	and	operation	of	statements.	‘Truth’	is	linked	in	a	circular	relation	with	systems	of	power	which	produce	and	sustain	it,	and	to	effects	of	power	which	it	induces	and	which	extend	it.	A	‘regime’	of	truth.”Michel	Foucault	Schools	serve
the	same	social	functions	as	prisons	and	mental	institutions	–	to	define,	classify,	control,	and	regulate	people.	People	know	what	they	do;	frequently	they	know	why	they	do	what	they	do;	but	what	they	don’t	know	is	what	what	they	do	does.	There	are	forms	of	oppression	and	domination	which	become	invisible	–	the	new	normal.	Where	there	is	power,
there	is	resistance.“Knowledge	doesn’t	really	form	part	of	human	nature.	Conflict,	combat,	the	outcome	of	the	combat,	and,	consequently,	risk	and	chance	are	what	gives	rise	to	knowledge.	Knowledge	is	not	instinctive;	it	is	counter	instinctive,	just	as	it	is	not	natural	but	counter	natural.”Michel	Foucault	I	don’t	feel	that	it	is	necessary	to	know	exactly
what	I	am.	The	main	interest	in	life	and	work	is	to	become	someone	else	that	you	were	not	in	the	beginning.	Power	is	tolerable	only	on	condition	that	it	mask	a	substantial	part	of	itself.	Its	success	is	proportional	to	its	ability	to	hide	its	own	mechanisms.	From	the	idea	that	the	self	is	not	given	to	us,	I	think	there	is	only	one	practical	consequence:	we
have	to	create	ourselves	as	a	work	of	art.Are	the	prisons	overpopulated,	or	is	the	population	over-imprisoned?“Domination	is	not	that	solid	and	global	kind	of	domination	that	one	person	exercises	over	others,	or	one	group	over	another,	but	the	manifold	forms	of	domination	that	can	be	exercised	within	society.”Michel	FoucaultSearch	for	what	is	good
and	strong	and	beautiful	in	your	society	and	elaborate	from	there.	Push	outward.Our	society	is	not	one	of	spectacle	but	of	surveillance.The	‘Enlightenment’,	which	discovered	the	liberties,	also	invented	the	disciplines.“The	real	political	task	in	a	society	such	as	ours	is	to	criticize	the	workings	of	institutions	that	appear	to	be	both	neutral	and
independent,	to	criticize	and	attack	them	in	such	a	manner	that	the	political	violence	that	has	always	exercised	itself	obscurely	through	them	will	be	unmasked,	so	that	one	can	fight	against	them.”Michel	FoucaultWe	are	freer	than	we	think.Freedom	of	conscience	entails	more	dangers	than	authority	and	despotism.Total	surveillance	is	increasingly	the
general	condition	of	society	as	a	whole.“The	history	of	thought,	of	knowledge,	of	philosophy,	of	literature	seems	to	be	seeking,	and	discovering,	more	and	more	discontinuities,	whereas	history	itself	appears	to	be	abandoning	the	irruption	of	events	in	favor	of	stable	structures.”Michel	FoucaultI	am	hopelessly	in	love	with	a	memory.	An	echo	from
another	time,	another	place.Maybe	the	target	nowadays	is	not	to	discover	what	we	are	but	to	refuse	what	we	are.Always	create	from	what	you	already	have.	Then	you	will	know	what	to	do.What	desire	can	be	contrary	to	nature	since	it	was	given	to	man	by	nature	itself?Do	not	think	that	one	has	to	be	sad	in	order	to	be	militant,	even	though	the	thing
one	is	fighting	is	abominable.Everything	is	bad,	but	that	everything	is	dangerous,	which	is	not	exactly	the	same	as	bad.The	judges	of	normality	are	present	everywhere.	We	are	in	the	society	of	the	teacher-judge,	the	doctor-judge,	the	educator-judge,	the	social	worker-judge.Justice	must	always	question	itself,	just	as	society	can	exist	only	by	means	of
the	work	it	does	on	itself	and	on	its	institutions.Prison	is	a	recruitment	center	for	the	army	of	crime.	That	is	what	it	achieves.But	the	guilty	person	is	only	one	of	the	targets	of	punishment.	For	punishment	is	directed	above	all	at	others,	at	all	the	potentially	guilty.“The	university	and	in	a	general	way,	all	teaching	systems,	which	appear	simply	to
disseminate	knowledge,	are	made	to	maintain	a	certain	social	class	in	power;	and	to	exclude	the	instruments	of	power	of	another	social	class.”Michel	FoucaultPower	is	also	exerted	over	the	body,	not	so	much	as	physical	punishment,	but	as	ideological	orders.The	fascism	in	us	all	that	causes	us	to	love	power,	to	desire	the	very	thing	that	dominates	and
exploits	us.The	individual,	with	his	identity	and	characteristics,	is	the	product	of	a	relation	of	power	exercised	over	bodies,	multiplicities,	movements,	desires,	forces.Power	is	tolerable	only	on	the	condition	that	it	masks	a	substantial	part	of	itself.“Power	is	not	an	institution,	and	not	a	structure;	neither	is	it	a	certain	strength	we	are	endowed	with;	it	is
the	name	that	one	attributes	to	a	complex	strategical	situation	in	a	particular	society.”Michel	Foucault“Education	may	well	be,	as	of	right,	the	instrument	whereby	every	individual,	in	a	society	like	our	own,	can	gain	access	to	any	kind	of	discourse.	But	we	well	know	that	in	its	distribution,	in	what	it	permits	and	in	what	it	prevents,	it	follows	the	well-
trodden	battle-lines	of	social	conflict.	Every	educational	system	is	a	political	means	of	maintaining	or	of	modifying	the	appropriation	of	discourse,	with	the	knowledge	and	the	powers	it	carries	with	it.”Michel	FoucaultKnowledge	is	not	for	knowing:	knowledge	is	for	cutting.All	teaching	systems,	which	appear	simply	to	disseminateknowledge,	are	made
to	maintain	a	certain	social	class	in	power.“There	is	no	power	relation	without	the	correlative	constitution	of	a	field	ofknowledge,	nor	any	knowledge	that	does	not	presuppose	and	constitute	at	the	same	time	power	relations.”Michel	FoucaultThe	perfect	disciplinary	apparatus	would	make	it	possible	for	a	single	haze	to	see	everything	constantly.The
language	of	psychiatry,	which	is	a	monologue	by	reason…	could	only	have	come	into	existence	in	such	a	silence.To	change	something	in	the	minds	of	people	–	that’s	the	role	of	an	intellectual.One	must	confront	what	one	is	thinking	and	saying	with	what	one	is	doing,	what	one	is.What	strikes	me	is	the	fact	that	in	our	society,	art	has	become	something
which	is	only	related	to	objects,	and	not	to	individuals,	or	to	life.Madness	is	the	absolute	break	with	the	work	of	art;	it	forms	the	constitutive	moment	of	abolition,	which	dissolves	in	time	the	truth	of	the	work	of	art.That	art	is	something	which	is	specialized.	But	couldn’t	everyone’s	life	become	a	work	of	art?Why	should	the	lamp	or	the	house	be	an	art
object,	but	not	our	life?Truth	is	linked	in	a	circular	relation	with	systems	of	power	which	produce	and	sustain	it.Truth	is	not	by	nature	free	–	nor	error	servile	–	but	that	its	production	is	thoroughly	imbued	with	relations	of	power.Truth	and	falsity,	will	have	revealed	the	face	it	turned	away	from	us	for	so	long	and	which	is	that	of	its	violence.To	sum	up
all	these	steps,	each	of	which	is	very	lengthy	and	complex,	we	will	have	put	the	game	oftruth	back	in	the	network	of	constraints	and	domination.The	fear	before	the	absolute	limit	of	death	becomes	interiorized	in	a	continual	process	of	ionization.Death	left	its	old	tragic	heaven	and	became	the	lyrical	core	of	man:	his	invisible	truth,	his	visible	secret.I
don’t	write	a	book	so	that	it	will	be	the	final	word;	I	write	a	book	so	that	other	books	are	possible,	not	necessarily	written	by	me.Do	not	ask	who	I	am	and	do	not	ask	me	to	remain	the	same.	More	than	one	person,	doubtless	like	me,	writes	in	order	to	have	no	face.Discipline	and	Punish:	The	Birth	of	the	PrisonAlso	read:Jeremiah	SayJuly	20,	2021October
15,	2021Jeremiah	SaySeptember	28,	2021September	28,	2021Jeremiah	SayMay	28,	2020May	3,	2021Jeremiah	SayOctober	1,	2020March	2,	2021Jeremiah	SayMay	6,	2021May	6,	2021Jeremiah	SayJune	3,	2020July	31,	2020
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